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PREFACE. 


By direction of the General Conference of the Meth- 
odist Episcopal Church in 1900, and of the General Con- 
ference of the Methodist Episcopal Church, South, in 
1902, Commissions were appointed by the Bishops of 
the two Churches to prepare new Catechisms for use in 
both communions. The following are the names of the 
Commissioners : 


From tHe Mernopis? Eprscopa, CuurcH: 
Bishops, Stephen M. Merrill and John M. Walden; 
Ministers, William V. Kelley, Jesse W. Jennings, and 


Stanley O. Royal; Laymen, Abram W, Harris and 
Frank L. Brown. 


From tHe Meruopist Eriscopa, Cuurcu, Sours: 


Bishops, William W. Duncan and A. Coke Smith; 
Ministers, John J. Tigert, John O. Willson, John E. 
Godbey, and Oswald E. Brown; Layman, Robert E. 
Blackwell. 


The Joint Commission at its first session adopted 
general plans and instructions for the preparation of two 
Catechisms, the Junior Catechism for children of twelve 
years and under, and the Standard Catechism for older 
persons. Drs, Royal and Willson were selected to pre- 
pare the first draft of the Junior Catechism, and Drs, 
Kelley and Tigert that of the Standard Catechism. The 
draft of the Junior Catechism, jointly prepared by Drs. 
Royal and Willson, and that of the Standard Catechism, 
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prepared by Dr, Tigert, at the suggestion of Dr. Kelley, 
and reviewed by him, formed the working bases for the 
Commission. ‘The members of the Commission have 
held prolonged meetings at four different periods ex- 
tending through two years, and, conscious of the gravity 
and delicacy of their trust, have given it prayerful at- 
tention and painstaking labor. Each Catechism has been 
prepared with careful reference to its own sphere of use, 
and together they form a complete course of catechetical 
instruction. None can know the difficulty of this work 
so fully as those who have striven to accomplish the task 
assigned; nor will any others regret more keenly any 
avoidable imperfections in the result. 

In preparing the Junior Catechism, the Commission 
has made each answer a complete statement, and, so far 
as possible, not dependent on the question for any part 
of its meaning. ‘The aim has been to cover the whole 
range of essential doctrine; to give a large view of the 
life of our Lord; to guide the children to a personal 
religious experience; and to enforce the practical duties 
of daily conduct. The Commission presents this Junior 
Catechism to the Churches in the hope that it may find 
an approving welcome and a field of widening usefulness 
as a manual of doctrine, devotion, and duty for the 
children, 
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EPISCOPAL APPROVAL. 


THE Catechism now presented to the Methodist peo- 
ple of the whole country, having been approved by the 
Bishops of the Methodist Episcopal Church and of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church, South, is hereby com- 
mended as a safe manual of Christian doctrine, contain- 
ing the essentials of the Faith and the substance of 
Methodist teaching with regard to experience, duty, and 
the Christian life. 

In its preparation brevity has been observed, the aim 
being not to supersede the work of the instructor, but 
to give a text on the different topics and to point out 
the way to right conclusions. We are persuaded that 
in use it will be found to contain enough to direct pupil 
and teacher to a comprehensive study of the whole 
scheme of salvation from sin. 

-In behalf of the Churches we represent, and of the 
lovers of Christ in all Churches and all sections, we 
recommend the use of the Common Catechisms, Stand- 
ard and Junior, in families, Sunday-schools, catechet- 
ical classes, Senior and Junior Epworth Leagues, and 
in all meetings and associations where catechetical in- 
struction can be made useful in building up the King- 


dom of our Lord. 
STEPHEN M. MERRILL, 


For the Bishops of the Methodist Episcopal Church. 
W. W. DUNCAN, 
For the Bishops of the Methodist Episcopal Church, South, 


17 May, 1905. 
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The Junior Catechism. 


I. GOD. 


r. What is the first verse of the Bible? 
In the beginning God created the heaven and 
the earth.—Gen. I:1. 


2. Who is God? 


God is our Father in heaven, the Creator of 
all things, and the Giver of every good gift. 


Have we not all one father? hath not one God 
created us?—Mal. 2:10. 


(Acts 4:24; 1 Cor. 8:6; James 1:17; Eccl, 12:1.) 


3. Where is God? 
God is everywhere. 


Can any hide himself in secret places that I shall 
not see him? saith the Lorp. Do not I fill heaven 
and earth? saith the Lorp.—Jer. 23:24. | 

(Psa. 139 :7-10.) 


4. What does God know? 


God knows all things, even the thoughts of 
our hearts. 


Thou knowest my downsitting and mine uprising, 
thou understandest my thought afar off.—Psa. 
730-2, 

(Prov. 15:3; Ezek. 11:5; John 21:17.) 
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5. What can God do? 


God can do whatever he wills to do 


I am the Lorp, the God of all flesh: is there any 
thing too hard for me?—Jer. 32:27. 
(Matt. 22:29; Rom. 4:21; Dan. 4:35.)° 


6. How long has God lived? 


God has lived always, and will live forever 


Before the mountains were brought forth, or ever 
thou hadst formed the earth and the world, even 
from OS er bie to everlasting, thou art God.— 
Psa. 


(Isa. py oe 1:8.) 
7. Is God good? 


God is holy, just, and good. 


The Lorp passed by before him, and proclaimed, 
The Lorp, The Lorp God, merciful and gracious, 


longsuffering, and abundant in goodness and truth. 
—Exod. 34:6. 
(Psa, 145:9, 17; Rev. 15:3.) 


&.-Does God love us? 
Yes; God loves everybody, for “God is love 


” 
Yea, I have loved thee with an everlasting love— 
Netrsres: 


(Rom, 5:8; John 17:23; 1 John 4:10.) 
9. Ought we to love God? 


Yes; we ought to love God, because he first 
loved us. 


We love him, because he first loved us—1 John 
1 


9. 
(Deut. 6:5; Josh. 23:11; 2 John 6.) 
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Is there but one God? 

There is but one living and true God. 

That all the people of the earth may know that the 
ne is God, and that there is none else.—1 Kings 

(2 Kings 19:19; Isa. 42:8; 1 Cor. 8:5, 6.) 

How does God make himself known to us im 

the Bible? 

God makes himself known to us in the Bible 
as the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost. 

But the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom 
the Father will send in my name, he shall teach 
you all things—John 14:26. 

(@ Cor. 13:14; Phil. 2:6.) 

In what name are Christians baptized? 

Christians are baptized in the name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 


Ghost.—Matt. 28:19. 


II. MAN. 


Who were our first parents? 


Adam and Eve were our first parents. 

And Adam called his wife’s name Eve; because she 
was the mother of all living —Gen. 3:20. ; 

(Acts 17 :26.) 

Where did God place our first parents? 

God placed them in the Garden of Eden. 

(Gen, 2:8.) 


— 


15. Were they created good? 
They were created good; for God made them 
in his own image. 


So God created man in his own image.—Gen. 1 :27. 
(Gen, 1:31; Eccl. 7:29; Isa. 43:7.) 


16. What were they given to do? 
They were to care for the garden, and to enjoy 
its fruits. 
(Gen. 2:15, 16.) 
17. What were they forbidden to do? 
They were forbidden to eat of the tree of 
knowledge of good and evil. 
(Gen. 2:17.) 
18. Did they obey God? 
No; they sinned against God by eating the 
forbidden fruit. 
(Gen. 3:6.) 
19. What is sin? 
Sin is any act, word, or purpose in which we 
disobey God, or any failure to keep his law 
of love. ; 


Sin is the transgression of the law.—1 John 3:4. 
‘(Rom. 13:10; Jas. 4:17.) 


20. What evil did sin bring upon our first 
parents? 

They lost the favor of God, were driven out 
of Eden, and became subject to pain and 
death. 

(Gen, 3:24.) 
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21. What evil did their fall bring upon all men? 
By their fall sin entered into the world, and 
death by: sin. 


By one man sin entered into the world, and death 
by sin.—Rom, 5:12. 
(Rom. 5:18; 6:23; 1 Cor. 15:22.) 


III. JESUS CHRIST. 


22. What did God do to save fallen man? 

“God so loved the world, that he gave his only 
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in 
him should not perish, but have everlast- 
ing life.”—John 3:16. 


23. What did the Son of God do to save sinners? 
To save sinners Jesus Christ, the Son of God, 
became man, lived, suffered, died, and rose 
again from the dead. 
(John 1:14; 1 Cor. 15:3, 4; Gal. 4:4.) ; 


24. How did he become man? 

The Son of God became man by taking upon 
him a human body and soul, being born of 
the Virgin Mary. 

Concerning his Son Jesus Christ our Lord, which 
was made of the seed of David according to the 
flesh.—Rom. 1:3. 

(Heb. 2:14; Phil. 2:7; 1 Tim. 3:16.) 

25. Where was he born? 
He was born in Bethlehem of Judea. 
(Micah 5:2; Matt. 2:1; Luke 2:11.) 
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26. Who first told the good news of his birth? 


The angel of the Lord told shepherds the 
good news of his birth. 
(Luke 2 :8-12.) 


27. What did the shepherds do? 


They went quickly to Bethlehem, and found 


the babe lying in a manger. 
(Luke 2:15, 16.) 


28. Did others come to see the young child? 
Wise men from the East came and worshiped 
him, bringing gifts of ser and frankin- 
cense, and myrrh. 
(Matin 2:1. 2.114) 


29. Where was the Child first taken? 


He was first taken to the temple in Jerusalem 


and was there presented to God. 
(Luke 2:22.) 


30. What name was given to him? 
They “called his name Jesus.”—Matt. 1:25. 
31. Why was this name chosen? 


Because God had said: “Thou shalt call his 
name Jesus: for he shall save his people 
from their sins.”—Matt. 1:21 


32. What does the name Jesus mean? 
The name Jesus means Saviour. 
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33. By what other name was he called? 


The angel that spoke to the shepherds called - 
him, “Christ, the Lord.”—Luke 2:11, 


34. What does the name Christ mean? 
The name Christ means “The Anointed One.” 
(Luke 4:18; Acts 10:38.) 
35. On what day do we celebrate the birth of 
Jesus Christ. 
We celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ on 
Christmas-day. 


36. Who sought to kill the young child Jesus? 

King Herod sought to kill him, but he was 
taken to Egypt for safety. 

(Matt. 2:13, 14.) 
37. Where did Jesus live after Herod’s death? 

After Herod’s death he was brought back 
from Egypt, and lived in Nazareth. 

(Matt, 2:23; Luke 2:39.) 
385. Where was he taken when twelve years old? 

When twelve years old he was taken to the 
feast at Jerusalem. 

(Luke 2:42.) 

39. When his parents missed him on their way 
home, where did they find him? 

They turned back to Jerusalem, and found 
him in the temple with the teachers asking 
and answering questions. 

(Luke 2 :43-47.) 
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40. What is told about the youth of Jesus at 
Nazareth? 
Jesus was subject unto his parents, and grew 
in wisdom and stature and in favor with 
God and men. 
(Luke 2:40, 51, 52.) 
41. When did Jesus begin his mimstry? 
He began his ministry when he was about 
thirty years old. 
(Luke 3 :23.) 
42. How did Jesus begin his ministry? 
He went to John the Baptist at the river Jor- 
dan, and was baptized by him. 
(Matt. 3:13; Luke 3:21.) 
43. What took place when Jesus was baptized? 
The Holy Ghost came upon him like a dove, 
and a voice from heaven said, “This is my 
beloved Son.”—Matt. 3:16, 17. 


44. What did John the Baptist say of Jesus? 
John the Baptist said, “Behold the Lamb of 
God, which taketh away the sin of the 
world.”’—John 1:29. 


45. What did Jesus do after his baptism? 
He went into the wilderness and fasted forty 
days and forty nights. 
(Matt, 4:1, 2.) 
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46. What else took place in the wilderness? 


Jesus was tempted by the devil. 
(Matt. 4 :3-T1.) 


47. How did he overcome the tempter? 
Jesus overcame the tempter by the word of 
God. 
(Luke 4:4, 8, 12.) 


48. What did Jesus do after the temptation? 
He began preaching the gospel of the King- 
dom, in Galilee and Judea. 
(Matt. 4:17; Mark 1:14, 15.) 


49. What great works did Jesus do? 
He did many miracles ; through him the blind 
received their sight, the lame walked, the 
“lepers were cleansed, the deaf heard, and 
the dead were raised up. 
(Matt, 11:4, 5.) 


50. What greater works did Jesus do? 

He forgave sinners; he c.cansed the heart; he 
healed the broken-hearted; he delivered 
men from the power of sin and Satan, and 
made them the children of God. 

(Matt. 9:2; Luke 4:18, 19.) 


51. What twelve men did Jesus choose and train 
as Mis apostles and helpers? 

Jesus chose as his apostles and helpers, 
“Simon, who is called Peter, and Andrew 
his brother ; James the son of Zebedee, and 
John his brother ; Philip, and Bartholomew ; 
Thomas, and Matthew the publican; James 
the son of Alpheus, and Lebbzeus, whose 
surname was Thaddeus; Simon the Ca- 
naanite, and Judas Iscariot.’—Matt. 10: 
2-4. 


52. What did Jesus say about little children? 
Jesus said, “Suffer the little children to come 
unto me, and forbid them not: for of such 

is the kingdom of God.”—Mark 10:14. 


53. How did Jesus come to his death? 

He was betrayed by Judas Iscariot, was 
falsely accused before the high priest, “he 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 
dead, and buried.”—(Apostles’ Creed.) 

(Matt. 16:21; Luke 22:48; John 19 333.) 


54. Where was Jesus crucified? 
Jesus was crucified without the gate of Jeru- 
salem, at a place called Calvary. 
(Luke 23 :33.) 


55. Why was Jesus crucified? 
Jesus willingly laid down his life for the sins 
of the world. 


Iam the good shepherd: the good shepherd giveth 
his life for the sheep. . . . I lay down my life 
for the sheep.—John 10:11, 15. 

(John 10:17, 18; Luke 22:42.) 


56. Who buried the body of Jesus? 
Joseph of Arimathea, and Nicodemus, rulers 
among the Jews, buried it in a new tomb. 
(John 19 :38-42.) 
57- When did Jesus rise from the dead? 
On the third day Jesus rose from thte dead. 
(1 Cor. 15 :4.) 
58. By what power did Jesus rise from the dead? 
Jesus rose from the dead by the power of 
God, through which he did his other 
mighty works. 


God hath both raised up the Lord, and will also 
raise up us by his own power.—1 Cor: 6:14. 
(Acts 2:32; Acts 10:40; Heb. 13:20.) 


59. What does the resurrection of Jesus prove 
to us? 
The resurrection of Jesus proves to us that he 
is the Son of God, and that we also shall 
rise from the dead. 


Declared to be the Son of God with power, accord- 
ing to the spirit of holiness, by the resurrection 
from the dead—Rom. 1:4. 

Knowing that he which raised up the Lord Jesus 
shall raise up us also by Jesus.—2 Cor. 4:14. 

‘(1 Pet. 1:3.) 


60. On what day of the week did Jesus rise from 
the dead? 

Jesus rose from the dead on the first day of 
the week, now called Sunday, or the Lord’s 
day- 

(Matt. 28 :1.) 

61. What day each year is kept in memory of the 
resurrection of Jesus? 

Easter-day is kept in memory of the resurrec- 
tion of Jesus. 


62. How long did Jesus remain on the earth ~~ 


after his resurrection? 
Jesus was seen by his disciples for forty days 
after his resurrection, and then he ascended 
into heaven. 


He shewed himself alive after his passion by many 
infallible proofs, being seen of them forty days.— 
Acts 1:3. 


63. What was the last command that Jesus gave 
to his disciples? = 

Jesus said, “All power is given unto me in 

heaven and in earth. Go ye therefore, and 
teach all nations.”—Matt. 28:18, 109. 


64. What was the last promise of Jesus? 
The last promise of Jesus was, “Lo, I am with 
you alway, even unto the end of the world.” 
—Matt. 28:20, 


65. What was the last act of Jesus? 

Jesus led his disciples to Bethany, lifted up 
his hands, and “while he blessed them, he 
was parted from them, and carried up into 
heaven.”—Luke 24:51. 


66. Does Jesus still live and reign? 

Jesus reigns at the right hand of God, and 
ever lives to make intercession for us. 

Who is even at the right hand of God, who also 
maketh intercession for us.—Rom. 8:34. 

67. Will Jesus our Lord come to earth again? 

Jesus will come again to raise the dead, and 
to judge the world. 

For the Son of man shall come in the glory of his 
Father with his angels; and then he shall reward 
every man according to his works.—Matt. 16:27. 

(Matt. 24:42; 2 Tim. 4:1.) . 

68. What will our Lord Jesus Christ say to the 
good at the judgment? 

Our Lord will say to them, “Come, ye blessed 
of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared 
for you from the foundation of the world.” 
—Matt. 25 :34. 


69. What will our Lord say to the wicked? 
He will say to them, “Depart from me, ye 
cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared for 
the devil and his angels.”—Matt. 25 :41.. 


70: What great truths concerning Jesus Christ 
as the Saviour of men are plainly taught 
in the Scriptures? 

That all men need salvation ; that Jesus Christ 
has provided salvation for all men; that this 
salvation is the gift of God through faith in 
Jesus; that those who are saved may know 
the fact; that it is the privilege of God’s 
children to be cleansed from all sin; and 
that all who believe on the Lord Jesus 
Christ and obey Him to the end shall be 
saved in heaven. 


IV. THE HOLY GHOST. 


71. Who ts the Holy Ghost? 
The Holy Ghost is the Spirit*of God, the 
divine Helper whom Jesus promised his 
disciples before he left the world. 


But when the Comforter is come, whom I will send 
unto you from the Father, even the Spirit of 
truth, which proceedeth from the Father, he 
shall testify of me——John 15 :26. 


72. When was this promise fulfilled? 
On the Day of Pentecost. 
(Acts 2:1-4.) 


73. What is the first work of the Holy Spirit in 
our hearts? 
He first shows us our sins, and our need of a 
Saviour. 
And when he is come, he will reprove the world of 
sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment— 
John 16:8. 
74. What will the Holy Spirit do for us if we 
turn from our sins and seek the Saviour? 
He will lead us to the Saviour and give us a 
new heart. 


he love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the 
Holy Ghost which is given unto us.—Rom. 5:5. 


75. What then will the Holy Spirit do for us? 
He will assure us that we are the children of 
God; he will comfort us in trouble; and he 
will help us to lead a holy life. 


The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, 
that we are the children of God—Rom. 8:10. 
Likewise the Spirit also helpeth our infirmities.— 

Rom. 8 :26. 


V. THE MEANS OF GRACE. 


76. What means are used by the Holy Spirit to 
aid us in living a Christian life? 
He uses the word of God and prayer, the 
Church of Christ, and the sacraments. 
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77. What is the word of God? 

The Holy Bible is the word of God. 

When ye received the word of God which ye heara 
of us, ye received it not as the word of men, but 
as it is in truth, the word of God—t1 Thess. 2:13. 

78. How was the Holy Bible given to us? 

The Holy Bible was written by men inspired - 
of God. 

For the prophecy came not in old time by the will 
of man: but holy men of God spake as they were 
moved by the Holy Ghost.—2 Pet. 1:21. 

79. For what purpose has God given us the 
Bible? 

The Bible was given to make known God and 
his will; and to be our rule of faith and 
duty. 

All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is 
profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, 
for instruction in righteousness.—2 Tim. 3:16. 

50. What is prayer? ’ 

Prayer is offering the desire of our heart to 

our Heavenly Father according to his will. 


81. In what way should we pray? 
We should pray with sorrow for our sins, 
with thanksgiving for God’s goodness, and 
with faith in his promises. 


If I regard iniquity in my heart, the Lord will not 
hear me.—Psa. 66:18 


(Isa. 59:1, 2; Phil. 4 6; Col. 4:2.) 
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For whom should we pray? 
For everybody, even for our enemies. 


I exhort therefore, that, first of -all, supplications, 
prayers, intercessions, and giving of thanks, be 
made for all men.—1 Tim. 2:1. 


In whose name should we pray? 
In the name of Christ, our Lord and Savioun. 


If ye shall ask anything in my name, I will do it— 
-John 14:14. 


Who compose the Church of Christ? 
The Church of Christ is composed of all the 
children of God on earth and in heaven. 


So we, being many, are one body in Christ, and 
every one members one of another.—Rom. 12:5. 
(Acts 10:35; Rom. 12:5; 1 Cor. 12:4-6; Eph. 4:3-6.) 


By what other name ts the Church of Christ 
called? 
In the Apostles’ Creed the Church of Christ is 
called “the holy catholic Church.” 


What is the work of the Church? 

The work of the Church is to witness for 
Christ, and to carry on his work in saving 
the world. 


Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing 
them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Ghost.—Matt. 28:19. 

Acts 1:8; 13:47; Isa. 49:6.) 
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8&7. What is a sacrament? 
A sacrament is an outward sign, appointed by 
Christ, of an inward grace. 
(Rom, 4:11.) 


88. How many sacraments are there? 
There are two sacraments: Baptism and the 
Lord’s Supper. 


89. What is the outward sign in Baptism? 

The outward sign in Baptism is water applied 
in the name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Ghost. 

(Acts 8:36; 10:47.) 


90. What is the inward grace signified by Bap- 
tism? 
The inward grace is the cleansing of the heart 
by the Holy Spirit. 


As many of you as have been baptized into Christ 
have put on Christ.—Gal. 3:27. 


91. Who should be baptized? 
Little children should be baptized, and all 
who accept Jesus as their Saviour. 


For the promise is unto you, and to your children.— 
Acts 2:39. 

What doth hinder me to be baptized? And Philip 
said, If thou believest with all thine heart, thou 
mayest.—Acts 8:36, 37. 


92. Why should little children be baptized? 

Little children should be baptized because 
they belong to Christ, and are members of 
his kingdom. 

But Jesus said, Suffer little children, and forbid 
them not, to come unto me: for of such is the 
kingdom of heaven.—Matt. 19:14. 

03. What is the outward sign in the Lord’s 
Supper? 

The outward sign in the Lord’s Supper is 
bread and wine used in memory of the 
death of Christ. 


94. What is the inward grace signified by the 
Lord’s Supper? 

The inward grace is our union with Christ by 
faith, whereby we receive strength from 
him for the duties and trials of life. 

He that eateth my flesh, and drinketh my blood, 
dwelleth in me, and I in him.—John 6:56, 

95. What is the further purpose of the Lord’s 
Supper? 

To signify that all the disciples of Christ are 
one family in him, and to show his death 
till he come. 


For we being many are one bread, and one body.— 
fCor. Tait 7. 

For as often as ye eat this bread, and drink this 
cup, ye do shew the Lord’s death till he come.— 
i Cor, 11 :26, 
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96. Should all Christians unite in this Holy Com- 
munion? 
They should; for Jesus commands, “This do 
in remembrance of me.”—Luke 22:19. 


VI. DUTIES TO GOD AND MAN. 


97. What is the first commandment? 
“Thou shalt have no other gods before me.” 
—Ex. 20:3. 


98. What is.the second commandment? 

“Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven 
image, or any likeness of anything that is 
in heaven above, or that is in the earth be- 
neath, or that is in the water under the 
earth: Thou shalt not bow down thyself to 
them, nor serve them: for I the Lorp thy 
God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity 
of the fathers upon the children unto the 
third and fourth generation of them that 
hate me; And showing mercy unto thou- 
sands of them that love me, and keep my 
commandments.”—Ex. 20:4-6. 


99. What is the third commandment? 

“Thou shalt not take the name of the Lorp 
thy God in vain; for the Lorp will not hold 
him guiltless that taketh his name in vain.” 
—Ex. 20:7. 


100. What is the fourth commandment? 

“Remember the Sabbath-day, to keep it holy. 
Six days shalt thou labor, and do all thy 
work: But the seventh day is the Sabbath 
of the Lorp thy God: im it thou shalt not do 
any work, thou, nor thy son, nor thy daugh- 
ter, thy manservant, nor thy maidservant, 
nor thy cattle, nor thy stranger that is 
within thy gates: For in six days the Lorp 
made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that 
in them is, and rested the seventh day: 
wherefore the Lorp blessed the Sabbath- 
day, and hallowed it.”—Ex. 20:8-11. 


tor. What is the fifth commandment? 
“Honor thy father and thy mother: that thy 
days may be long upon the land which the 
Lorp thy God giveth thee.”—Ex. 20:12. 


102. What is the sixth commandment? 
“Thou shalt not kill.”—Ex 20:13. 


103. What is the seventh commandment? 
“Thou shalt not commit adultery.”—Ex. 
20:14. 


104. What is the eighth commandment? 
“Thou shalt not steal.” Ex. 20:15- 


105. What is the ninth commandment? 

“Thou shalt not bear false witness against thy 
neighbor.” —E;x. 20:16. 

106. What is the tenth commandment? 

“Thou shalt not covet thy neighbor’s house, — 
thou shalt not covet thy neighbor’s wife, 
nor his manservant, nor his maidservant, 
nor his ox, nor his ass, nor anything that is 
thy neighbor’s.”—Ex. 20:17. 


2767. What commandments of Christ include all 
these duties? 

Jesus said, “Thou shalt love the Lord thy God 
with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and 
with all thy mind. This is the first and 
great commandment. And the second is 
like unto it, Thou shalt love thy neighbor 
as thyself. On these two commandments 
hang all the law and the prophets.”—Matt. 
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108. What words of Jesus are called “The 

Golden Rule’? 
“Whatsoever ye would that men should do to 
you, do ye even so to them.”—Matt. 7:12. 


—_— 23 —_— 


VII. DIRECTIONS FOR THE CHRIS- 
TIAN LIFE. 


109. How may we begin the Christian life? 
By listening to the voice of God, repenting of 
- our sins, and trusting Jesus as our Saviour. 


What must I do to be saved? And they said, Be- 
lieve on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be 
saved.—Acts 16:30, 31. 


110. What is tt to repent? 
It is to be sorry for our sins, to forsake them 


all, and to turn to God. 

Let the wicked forsake his way, and the unright- 
eous man his thoughts: and let him return unto 
the Lorp, and he will have mercy upon him— 
Isa. 55 :7. 

12. What is it to believe on the Lord Jesus 
Christ? 

It is to accept Jesus, and to trust Him as our 

Saviour. 


As many as received him, to them gave he power 
to become the sons of God, even to them that be- 
lieve on his name.—John 1:12, 

(Rom. 10:9.) 


112. Will God accept us if we trust in Jesus? 
He will; for he has promised to accept us, and 


his promise can not fail. 


For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord 
shall be saved—Rom, 10:13. 
(Matt. 11:29.) 


113. What change takes place in us when God 
accepts us? 
God gives us a new heart, so that we love him, 
and gladly obey him. 


A new heart also will I give you, and a new spirit 
will I put within you.—Ezek, 36:26. 


114. Is it our duty to confess Christ? 
Yes; we are required to confess him. 


Whosoever therefore shall confess me before men, 
him will I confess also before my Father which 
is in heaven.—Matt. 10:32. 


115. How can we confess Christ? 
By uniting with his Church, and by witness- 
ing for him in word and life. 
(Matt. 5:16; Rom. 10:9, Io.) 


116. What vow do we take when we unite with 
the Church? 
We take the vow of repentance, faith, and 
obedience contained in the Baptismal Covy- 
enant. 


117. How may we continue in God’s favor and 
grow in the likeness of Christ? 
By the study of God’s word, by daily prayer, 
and by a life of service for Christ. 


The life which I now live in the flesh I live by the 
faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave 
himself for me.—Gal, 2:20, 
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118. What is the final reward of the Christian 
life? 
“Be thou faithful unto death, and I will give 
thee a crown of life.”—Rev. 2:10. 


Apostolic Benediction. 


“The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love 
of God, and the communion of the Holy Ghost 
be with you all. Amen.” 





APPENDIX. 
I. THE BEATITUDES. 


BLESSED are the poor in spirit: for their’s is the 
kingdom of heaven. 
Blessed are they that mourn: for they shall be com- 
forted. 
Blessed are the meek: for they shall inherit the earth. 
Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst after 
righteousness: for they shall be filled. 
Blessed are the merciful: for they shall obtain mercy. 
Blessed are the pure in heart: for they shall see God. 
Blessed are the peacemakers: for they shall be called 
the children of God. 
Blessed are they which are persecuted for righteous- 
ness’ sake: for their’s is the kingdom of heaven. 
—Matt. v, 3-Io. 


II, THE TEN COMMANDMENTS. 


I. THovu shalt have no other gods before me. 

II. Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven image, 
or any likeness of anything that is in heaven above, 
or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water 
under the earth: Thou shalt not bow down thyself to 
them, nor serve them: for I the Lord thy God am a 
jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon 
the children unto the third and fourth generation of 
them that hate me; And showing mercy unto thou- 
sands of them that love me, and keep my command- 
ments, . 

III. Thou shalt not take the name of the Lord thy 
God in vain; for the Lord will not hold him guiltless 
that taketh his name in vain. 
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IV. Remember the Sabbath-day, to keep it holy. Six 
days shalt thou labor, and do all thy work: But the 
seventh day is the Sabbath of the Lord thy God: in 
it thou shalt not do any work, thou, nor thy son, nor 
thy daughter, thy manservant, nor thy maidservant, 
nor thy cattle, nor thy stranger that is within thy gates: 
For in six days the Lord made heaven and earth, the 
sea, and all that in them is, and rested the seventh day: 
wherefore the Lord blessed the Sabbath-day, and hal- 
lowed it. 

V. Honor thy father and thy mother: that thy days 
may be long upon the land which the Lord thy God 
giveth thee. 

VI. Thou shalt not kill. 

VII. Thou shalt not commit adultery. 

VIII. Thou shalt not steal. 

IX. Thou shalt not bear false witness against thy 
neighbor. 

X. Thou shalt not covet thy neighbor’s house, thou 
shalt not covet thy neighbor’s wife, nor his manservant, 
nor his maidservant, nor his ox, nor his ass, nor any- 
thing that is thy neighbor’s, 


Tur Ten CoMMANDMENTS—METRICAL 


1. Have thou no other gods but me. 
2. Before no idol bend thy knee. 

3. ‘Take not the name of God in vain, 

4. Nor dare the Sabbath-day profane. 

5. Give both thy parents honor due, 

6. ‘Take heed that thou no murder do, 

7. Abstain from words and deeds unclean, 

8. Nor steal, though thou art poor and mean, 
g. Nor make a willful lie, nor love it. 
10. What is thy neighbor’s dare not covet. 


Ill. THE APOSTLES’ CREED. 


J BELIEVE in God the Father Almighty, Maker of 
heaven and earth; and in Jesus Christ his only Son our 
Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of 


the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, dead, and buried; the third day he rose again 
from the dead ; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth at 
- the right hand of God the Father Almighty ; from thence 
he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic 
Church; the communion of saints ; the forgiveness 
of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life ever- 
lasting, Amen. 


IV. BAPTISMAL COVENANT. 


I RENOUNCE the devil and all his works, the vain pomp 
and glory of the world, with all covetous desires of the 
same, and the carnal desires of the flesh, so that I will 
not follow nor be led by them. 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of 
heaven and earth; and in Jesus Christ his only Son 
our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born 
of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, dead, and buried; the third day he rose again 
from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth 
at the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from 
thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic 
Church ; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of 
sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life ever- 
lasting. Amen. 

Having been baptized in this faith, I will obediently 
keep God’s holy will and commandments, and walk in 
the same all the days of my life, God being my helper. 


V. PRAYERS. 
Tur Lorn’s PRAYER, 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy 


name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth 
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 
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forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive them that tres- 
pass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, forever. Amen. ; 


For MorNinc. 


Now I awake and see the light, 

Tis God has kept me through the night; 
To him I lift my voice and pray, 

That he will keep me through the day. 


For EvENING. 


Now I lay me down to sleep. 

I pray thee, Lord, my soul to keep. 
If I should die before I wake, ; 
I pray thee, Lord, my soul to take. 
And this I ask for Jesus’ sake. Amen. 


For Nrw-YEArR. 


Another year is dawning! 
Dear Master, let it be, 
In working or in waiting, 
Another year with thee. 


Another year is dawning! 
Dear Master, let it be 
On earth, or else in heaven, 
Another year for thee! 


For EAsTEr 


O glorious, risen Lord, to thee 

We lift our hearts in faith and love: 
We pray thee, hear thy children now; 
And bless us from thy throne above. 


Like Easter lilies, pure and white, 
Make thou our hearts, O Lord of Light. 
Like Easter lilies, let them be 

Bearers of sweetest love to thee. Amen. 


VI. MISCELLANEOUS. 


Savior, bless a little child. 
Teach my heart the way to thee, 
Make me gentle, meek, and mild. 
Loving Saviour, care for me. 
I am young; but thou hast said 
All who will may come to thee. 
Feed my soul with living bread. 
Loving Saviour, care for me. 


Loving Jesus, gentle Lamb, 

In thy gracious hands I am. 

Make me, Saviour, what thou art, 
Live thyself within my heart. 

I shall then show forth thy praise, 
Serve thee all my happy days; 
Then the world shall always see 
Christ, the holy Child, in me. 


Sunpay EvENING COLLECT. 
(To be recited by the family in concert.) 


I take God the Father to be my chiefest good and 
highest end. 

I take God the Son to be my Prince and Saviour. 

I take God the Holy Ghost to be my Teacher, Sancti- 
fier, Guide, and Comforter, 

I take the Word of God to be my rule in all my 
actions, and the people of God to be my people in all 
conditions. 

And this I do, sincerely, freely, and forever. 


Grace BErorE MEALS. 


For what we are about to receive, we thank thee, 
O Lord, in Jesus’ name. Amen. 


Be present at our table, Lord. 

Be here and everywhere adored. 

These mercies bless, and grant that we 
May feast in paradise with thee. Amen. 


We thank thee, Lord, for this our food, 

We thank thee more for Jesus’ blood. 

Let manna to our souls be given, 

The Bread of Life sent down from eee 
men. 
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PREFACE. 


By direction of the General Conference of the Meth- 
odist Episcopal Church in 1900, and of the General 
Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church, South, 
in 1902, Commissions were appointed by the Bishops of 

the two Churches to prepare new Catechisms for use 
in both communions. The following are the names of 
the Commissioners: 
From tHe Metuoprst EpiscopAL CHURCH. 

Bishops, Stephen M. Merrill and John M. Walden; 
Ministers, William V. Kelley, Jesse W. Jennings, and 
Stanley O. Royal; Laymen, Abram W. Harris and 
Frank L. Brown. 


From tHe Metuopist EpiscopaL CHURCH, SOUTH. 

Bishops, William W. Duncan and A. Coke Smith; 
Ministers, John J. Tigert, John O. Willson, John E. 
! Godbey, and Oswald E. Brown; Layman, Robert E. 
Blackwell. 


The Joint Commission at its first session adopted 
general plans and instructions for the preparation of 
two Catechisms, the Junior Catechism for children of 
twelve years and under, and the Standard Catechism 
for older persons. Drs. Royal and Willson were se- 


(iii) 


iv PREFACE. 


lected to prepare the first draft of the Junior Catechism, 
and Drs. Kelley and Tigert to prepare that of the 
Standard Catechism. The draft of the Junior Cate- 
chism, jointly prepared by Drs. Royal and Willson, and 
that of the Standard Catechism, prepared by Dr. Tigert, 
at the suggestion of Dr. Kelley, and reviewed by him, 
formed the working bases for the’ Commission. The | 
members of the Commission have held prolonged meet- 
ings at four different periods extending through two 
years, and, conscious of the gravity and delicacy of 
their trust, have given it prayerful attention and pains- 
taking labor. Each Catechism has been prepared with 
special reference to its own sphere of use, and together 
they form a complete course of catechetical instruction, 
None can know the difficulty of this work so fully as 
those who have striven to accomplish the task assigned ; 
nor will any others regret more keenly any avoidable 
imperfections in the result. 

In the preparation of the Standard Catechism, the 
Commission diligently studied many previous cate- 
chisms, but no one of them was taken as a basis or 
model. Differing somewhat in method, as the Standard 
Catechism does, from our earlier catechisms, it does 
not differ in substance of doctrine. Beginning with a 
definition of the Christian Religion, it proceeds with a 
natural and orderly development of the implications of 
that definition, in the form of question and answer. It 
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follows with an exposition of the Ten Commandments, 
of the Beatitudes, and of the Lord’s Prayer, and em- 
bodies a concise statement of our doctrine of the Holy 
Scriptures, of the Trinity, of the Church, of the Sac- 
raments, and of the Way of Salvation. In the Ap- 
pendix is John Wesley’s tract on the Character of a 
Methodist. 

The aim has been to produce a work, simple, intel- 
ligible, sound, and compact, expressed in scriptural lan- 
guage wherever practicable, in order that vital and 
saving Christian Truth may be easily and quickly ap- 


prehended by our young people. 





EPISCOPAL APPROVAL. 


Tue Catechism now presented to the Methodist peo- 
ple of the whole country, having been approved by the 
Bishops of the Methodist Episcopal Church and of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church, South, is hereby com- 
mended as a safe manual of Christian doctrine, contain- 
ing the essentials of the Faith and the substance of 
Methodist teaching with regard to experience, duty, and 
the Christian life. 

In its preparation brevity has been observed, the aim 
being not to supersede the work of the instructor, but 
to give a text on the different topics and to point out 
the way to right conclusions. We are persuaded that. 
in use it will be found to contain enough to direct pupil 
and teacher to a comprehensive study of the whole 
scheme of salvation from sin. 

In behalf of the Churches we represent, and of the 
lovers of Christ in all Churches and all sections, we 
recommend the use of the Common Catechisms, Stand- 
ard and Junior, in families, Sunday schools, catechet- 
ical classes, Sénior and Junior Epworth Leagues, and 
in all meetings and associations where catechetical in- 
struction can be made useful in building up the King- 


dom of our Lord. STEPHEN M. MERRILL, 
For the Bishops of the Methodist Episcopal Church, 
W. W. Duncan, 
For the Bishops of the Methodist Episcopal Church, South, 
17 May, 1905. 
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THE 
STANDARD CATECHISM. 


SECTION I. 


THE NATURE OF THE CHRISTIAN RELIGION. 


1. What is Christianity? 


_ Christianity is the religion of God’s redeeming 
love, manifested in the incarnate life, the 
atoning death, and the glorious resurrection 
of Jesus Christ, the Founder of the King- 
dom of God. ¥ 


And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among 
us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the 
only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and 
truth. (John i. 14.) 

«nd as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilder- 
ness, even so must the Son of man be lifted up: 
that whosoever believeth in him should not per- 
ish, but have eternal life. (John iii. 14, 15.) 

But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, 
while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us. 
(Rom. v. 8.) 

This Jesus hath God raised up, whereof we all 
are witnesses, (Acts iii. 32.) , 

And Jesus went about all Galilee, teaching in 
their synagogues and preaching the gospel of the 
kingdom, (Matt. iv. 23a.) 

(1) 
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2. Who ts Jesus Christ? 


The Son of God and the Son of Mary; very 
God and very man; and the only Mediator 
between God and men. 


And the angel answered and said unto her, 
The Holy Ghost shall come upon thee, and the 
power of the Highest shall overshadow thee: 
therefore also that holy thing which shall be 
born of thee shall be called the Son of God. 
(Luke i. 35.) } 

For in him dwelleth all the fullness of the God- 
head bodily. (Col. ii. 9.) 

For we have not a high priest which cannot be 
touched with the feeling of our infirmities; but was 
in all points tempted like as we are, ye¢ without sin. 
(Tieb ive: £5<) 

For ¢here is one God, and one mediator between 
God and men, the man Christ Jesus. (1 Tim. 
die te 
ee little children, these things write I unto you, 
that ye sin not.- And if any man sin, we have an 
advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the right- 
eous. (1 John ii. 1d.) 


3. What is meant by the incarnate life of Jesus 
Christ ? 


That the eternal Son of God was made flesh 
in the person of Jesus Christ and dwelt 
among men, teaching them the lessons of 
grace and truth. 

And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among 
us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the 


only, begotten of the Father,) full of grace and 
truth. (John te 14.) , 
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For the law was given by Moses, du¢ grace and 
truth came by Jesus Christ. (John i. B7a) 

Forasmuch then as the children are partakers of 
flesh and blood, he also himself likewise took part 
of the same. (Heb. ii. 14a.) 


4. What ts the Kingdom of God ? 


The reign of God, our Father, in holy love 
over the hearts and lives of men who love 
and obey him. 


Our Father which art in heaven, Hallowed be 
thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done 
in earth, as 7¢ 7s in heaven. (Matt. vi. 94, 10.) 


5- Who are the citizens of the Kingdom ? 


All who accept. the law of supreme love to 
God and of universal love to men, 


6. How did Jesus found the Kingdom of God? 


By his teaching concerning God as the holy 
Father of mankind; by his life of unbroken 
communion with God and of loving serv- 
ice for men; by his death for the remis- 
sion of sins; and by his resurrection and 
‘ascension to the right hand of God, where 
he ever lives to make intercession for us. 


But I say unto you, Love your enemies, bless 
them that curse you, do good to them that hate 
you, and pray for them which despitefully use you, 
and persecute you; that ye may be the children 
of your Father which is in heaven: for he maketh 
his sun to rise on the evil and on the good, and 
sendeth rain on the just and on the unjust. (Matt, 
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J and my Father are one. (John x. 30.) 

I am the good shepherd: the good shepherd 
giveth his life for the sheep. (John x. 11.) 

For this is my blood of the new testament, which 
is shed for many for the remission of sins. (Matt. 
xxvi. 28.) 

This Jesus hath God raised up, whereof we are 
all witnesses. Therefore being by the right hand 

. of God exalted, and having received of the Father 
the promise of the Holy Ghost, he hath shed forth 
this, which ye now see and hear. (Acts ii. 32, 33.) 

Wherefore he is able also to save them to the 
uttermost that come unto God by him, seeing he 
ever liveth to make intercession for them. (Heb. | 
vii. 25.) 

7. How did Jesus teach the Mehsstas worth of 
the Kingdom ? 


In many ways; especially by the parables of 
the Hid Treasure and the Goodly Pearl. 


8. Repeat the parable of the Hid Treasure. 


“The kingdom of heaven is like unto treas- 
ure hid in a field; the which when a man 
hath found, he hideth, and for joy thereof 
goeth and selleth all that he hath, and buyeth 
that field.” — Matt. xiii. 44. 


9. Repeat the parable of the Goodly Pearl. 
“The kingdom of heaven is like unto a mer- 
chantman seeking goodly pearls: who, when — 
he had found one pearl of great price, 
went and sold all that he had, and bought it.” » 
—Matt. xiii. 45, 46. 
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10. By what favorite name did Jesus reveal the 
nature of God? 


By the name Father; which occurs sixteen 
times in the Sermon on the Mount as re- 
corded by St. Matthew, and often in the other 
Gospels. 


Let your light so shine before men, that they 
may see your good works, and glorify your Father 
which is in heaven. (Matt. vy. 16.) ; 

But I say unto you, Love your enemies, bless 
them that curse you, do good to them that hate 
you, and pray for them which despitefully use you, 
and persecute you; that ye may be the children 
of your Father which is in heaven: for he maketh 
his sun to rise on the evil and on the good, and 
sendeth rain on the just and on the unjust. (Matt. 
Vs 44) 45.) 

Be ye therefore perfect, even as your Father 
which is in heaven is perfect. (Matt.'v. 48.) 

But when thou doest alms, let not thy left hand 
know what thy right hand doeth: that thine alms 
may be in secret: and thy Father which seeth in 
secret himself shall reward thee openly. (Matt. 
Vi. 3, 4.) 

But thou, when thou prayest, enter into thy clos- 
et, and when thou hast shut thy door, pray to thy 
Father, which is in secret; and thy Father which 
seeth in secret shall reward thee openly. But when 
ye pray, use not vain repetitions, as the heathen do; 
for they think that they shall be heard for their 
much speaking. Be not ye therefore like unto 
them: for your Father knoweth what things ye have 
need of, before ye ask him. (Matt. vi. 6-8.) 

Our Father which art in heaven. (Matt. vi. 9.) 

For if ye forgive men their trespasses, your heav- 
enly Father will also forgive you: but if ye forgive 
not men their trespasses, neither will your Father 
forgive your trespasses. (Matt. vi. 14, 15.) 
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But thou, when thou fastest, anoint thine head, 
and wash thy face; that thou appear not unto men 
to fast, but unto thy Father which is in secret: and 
thy Father which seeth in secret shall reward thee 
openly. (Matt. vi. 17, 18.) 

Behold the fowls of the air: for they sow not, 
neither do they reap, nor gather into barns; yet 
your heavenly Father feedeth them. Are ye not 
much better than they? (Matt. vi. 26.) ; 

Therefore take no thought, saying, What shall 
we eat? or, What shall we drink? or. Wherewithal 
shall we be clothed? (for after all these things do 
the Gentiles seek:) for your heavenly Father know- 
eth that ye have need of all these things. (Matt. 
Wiles Sliseaee) 

If ye then, being evil, know how to give good 
gifts unto your children, how much more shall your 
Father which is in heaven give good things to them 
that ask him? (Matt. vii. 11.) 

Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, 
shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that 
doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven. 
(Matt. vii. 21.) 

And when ye stand praying, forgive, if ye have 
aught against any; that your Father also which is 
in eae may forgive you your trespasses. (Mark 
say 

Be ye therefore merciful, as your Father also is 
merciful. (Luke vi. 30.) 

I ascend unto my Father and your Father. 
(John xx. 17.) 


zz. How does the Apostle John express the nature 
of God? 


He says that “God is love.” . 


He that loveth not, knoweth not God; for God is 
love. (1 John iv. 8.) 

And we have known and believed the love that 
God hath to us. God is love; and he that dwelleth 
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in love dwelleth in God, and God in him, (1 John 
AvieeEOs))" 


12. What ts the nature of God's love ? 


It is holy love; for God is holy and ever seeks 
holiness in his creatures. 

Because it is written, Be ye holy; for I am holy. 
(1 Peter i. 16.) 

And now Iam no more in the world, but these 
are in the world, and Icome tothee. Holy Father, 
keep through thine own name those whom thou hast 
given me, that they may be one, as we ave. (John 
EVI LT.) 

But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his 
righteousness; and all these things shall be added 
unto you. (Matt. vi. 33.) 


13. What ts meant by redeeming love ? 


“Herein is love, not that we loved God, but that 
he loved us, and sent his Son Zo de the pro- 
pitiation for our sins.”—1r John iv. 1o. 


14. What is meant by the propitiation for our 
sins? 

That by the death of Jesus the divine displeas- 
ure against the sinner is shown and turned 
aside, so that God may be just and yet for- 
give the penitent believer in Jesus. 

Whom God hath set forth zo de a propitiation 
through faith in his blood, to declare his righteous- 
ness for the remission of sins that are past, through 
the forbearance of God. (Rom. iii. 25.) 


Wherefore in all things it behooved him to be 
made like unto /7s brethren, that he might bea mer- 
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ciful and faithful high priest in things gertatuing to 
God, to make reconciliation for the sins of the peo- 
ples (Hebwits 17.) 

And he is the propitiation for our sins: and not 
for ours only, but also for ¢he sins of the whole 
world. (1 John ii. 2.) 


15. How did Jesus himself declare his mission ? 


He said, “ The Son of man is come to seek 
and to save that which was lost”; and in 
the synagogue at Nazareth, whcre he was 
brought up, he said of himself: — ‘The 
Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he 
hath anointed me to preach the gospel to the 
poor; he hath sent me to heal the broken- 
hearted, to preach deliverance to the cap- 
tives, and recovering of sight to the blind, 
to set at liberty them that are bruised, to 
preach the acceptable year of the Lord.” 
(Luke iv. 18, 193 Isa. Ixi. 1.) 


16. What special invitation and promise did Je- 
sus give? 


«Come unto me, all ye that labor and are heavy 
laden, and I will give you rest. Take my 
yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I am 
meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find 
rest unto your souls. For my yoke is easy, 
and my burden is light.”—Matt. xi. 28-30. 





oi 
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17. Low does Jesus himself teach that his death 
Sor men was for the remission of sins ? 

He declares that “The Son of man came not 
to be ministered unto, but to minister, and to 
give his life a ransom for many”; and at the 
last supper he said, “ This is my blood of the 
covenant, which is shed for many unto re- 
mission of sins.”—Mark x. 45; Matt. xxvi. 


25, RV. 


I& What does Jesus teach as the law of the 

_ Kingdom of God? 

He says, “* Thou shalt love the Lord thy God 
with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and 
with allthy mind. This is the first and great 
commandment. And the second is like unto 
it, Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself. 
On these two commandments hang all the 
law and the prophets.”—Matt. xxii. 37-40. 


19. What does Jesus mean when he says that “on 
these two commandments hang all the law 
and the prophets” ? 

He means that this is the end and sum of true 
religion, and of the will of God as contained 
in the Old Testament. 


20. What law of the Kingdom ts called the 
Golden Rule? 
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“ Whatsoever ye would that men should do to 
you, do ye even so to them.”— Matt. vii. 12. 


21. What new commandment did Jesus give ? 
“A new commandment I give unto you, that 
ye love one another; even as I have loved 
you, that ye also love one gas >_John 
eT ae Yes A 


This is my commandment, that ye love one an- 
other as I have loved you. (john Ve 122) 


22. How are the children of the Kingdom further 

described in the teachings of Jesus 2 

By the Beatitudes with which he begins the 

Sermon on the Mount; and by the precepts 

of the Christian life which abound in that 
sermon. (Matt. v.—vii.) 


23. What should be the daily prayer of Gods 
children ? 

“Our Father who art in heaven, Hallowed be 
thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will 
be done on earth, as itis in heaven. Give us 
this day our daily bread. And forgive us 
our trespasses, as we forgive them that tres- 
pass against us. And lead us not into temp- 
tation, but deliver us from evil: For thine is 
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever. Amen.” (Matt. vi. 9-1 3;) 

24. What, then, ts the Gospel? 


‘ 
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The Gospel is the good news of God’s redemp- 
tion of the world by Jesus Christ; so that 
all who trust in Jesus for the forgiveness of 
their sins and are made new creatures in him 
may be saved. 


25. Can you give one verse of the Scripture 
which sets forth the whole Gospel ? 


Yes: “God so loved the world, that he gave 
his only begotten Son, that whosoever be- 
lieveth in him should not perish, but have ev- 
erlasting life.”—John iii. 16. 


26. What will be the eternal difference between 
those who accept and those who reject the 
great salvation offered in this Gospel? 


The righteous shall inherit the kingdom pre- 
pared for them from the foundation of the 
world, and enter into life eternal; while 
those who reject this great salvation shall 
go away into eternal punishment, prepared 
for the devil and his angels. 


Then shall the King say unto them on his right 
hand, Come, ye blessed of my Father, inherit the 
kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of 
the world. (Matt. xxv. 34.) 

Then shall he say also unto them on the left hand, 
Depart from me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire, 
prepared for the devil and his angels. (Matt. xxv. 41.) 

And these shall go away into everlasting punish- 
ment: but the righteous into life eternal, (Matt. 
xxv. 46.) 
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SECTION II. 
THE TEN COMMANDMENTS. 


27. What part of the Old Testament contains the 
most comprehensive summary of the law of 


God ? 


The Ten Commandments. (Exodus xx. 3-17; 
Deut. v. 7-21.) 


28. What ts the First Commandment 2 
“Thou shalt have no other gods before me.” 
29. What does this commandment teach us 2 


That there is but one living and true God, and 
that he alone is worthy of our love and 
worship. 


30. What ts the Second Commandment 2 


“Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven 
image, or any likeness of anything that is in 
heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, 
or that is in the water under the earth; thou 
shalt not bow down thyself to them, nor 
serve them; for I the Lord thy God am a | 
jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fa- 
thers upon the children unto the third and 
fourth generation of them that hate me; and 
showing mercy unto thousands of them that 
love me and keep my commandments,” 
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91. What does this commandment teach us ? 
That the gods of the heathen are idols; that 
our God is a Spirit, whose majesty and glory 
cannot be represented by any image; and 
that those who worship him must worship 
him in spirit and in truth. 


32. What ts the T: hird Commandment ? 
“Thou shalt not take the name of the Lord thy 
God in vain; for the Lord will not hold him 
guiltless that taketh his name in vain.” 


33. What does this Sauiandenent teach us 2 


That we are never to take any name of God 
upon our lips lightly, or in blasphemy or 
profanity, or in vain oaths and curses; but 
only with the deepest reverence are we to 
name the holy name of God. 


34. What ts the Fourth Commandment ? 

“¢ Remember the sabbath day, to keep it holy. 
Six days shalt thou labor and do all thy work ; 
but the seventh day is the sabbath of the Lord 
thy God: in it thou shalt not do any work, 
thou, nor thy son, nor thy daughter, thy man- 
servant, nor thy maidservant, nor thy cattle, 
nor thy stranger that is within thy gates: for 
in six days the Lord made heaven and earth, 
the sea, and all that in them is, and rested the 
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seventh day: wherefore the Lord blessed the 
sabbath day, and hallowed it.” 


35. What does this commandment teach us ? 


To do with our might what our hands find to 
do inourearthly calling, during six days of the 
week; to refrain from all labor, save works 
of necessity and mercy, on the day set apart 
for rest and worship; and on this day to im- 
pose no unnecessary burdens upon those in 
our employment or under our control. 


36. By whose authority and example do we ex- 
pressly except works of necessity and mercy ? 


By the authority and example of the Lord Je- 
sus Christ, who declared that “The Son of 
man is. Lord also of the sabbath” (Mark ii. 
28), and who healed on the sabbath day, say- 
ing, ‘It islawful to do good on the sabbath ” 
(Matt. xii. 12, #. V.). 


And he entered again into the synagogue, and 
there was a man there which had a withered hand: 
and they watched him, whether he would heal 
him on the sabbath day, that they might accuse 
him, And he saith unto the man which had the , 
withered hand, Stand forth. And he saith unto 
them, Is it lawful to do good on the sabbath days, 
or to do evil? to save life, or to kill? but they held 
their peace. And when he had looked round a- 
bout on them with anger, being grieved for the 
hardness of their hearts, he saith unto the man, 
Stretch forth thine hand, And he stretched it 
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out: and his hand was restored whole as the other. 
(Mark iii. 1-5.) 
37. What general principle does he alsoannounce 
as underlying the law of the sabbath ? 
“ The sabbath was made for man, and not man 
for the sabbath.”—Mark ii. 27. 


38 What ts the Fifth Commandment ? 


“ Honor thy father and thy mother, that thy 
days may be long upon the land which the 
Lord thy God giveth thee.” 


39. What does this commandment teach us ? 
That respect and obedience to parents is a most 
sacred duty of children, and that God regards 
the reverent and dutiful child with special 
favor. 
* go. What ts the Sixth Commandment ? 
“Thou shalt not kill.” 


gi. What does this commandment teach us? 
To hold human life sacred, and to refrain from 
every act that needlessly endangers the life or 

physical well-being of our fellow-men. 


42. What is the comment of Jesus on this com- 
mandment ? 
‘Ye have heard that it was said by them of old 
time, Thou shalt not kill; and, Whosoever 
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shall kill shall be in danger of the judgment. 
But I say unto you that whosoever is angry 
with his brother shall be in danger of the 
judgment: and whosoever shall say to his 
brother, Raca, shall be in danger of the 
council: but whosoever shall say, Thou 
fool, shall be in danger of hell fire.”— 
Matt. v. 21, 22, AR. V. 


43. What is the Seventh Commandment ? 


“ Thou shalt not commit adultery.” 


44. What does this commandment teach us ? 

To respect the divine institution of marriage ; 
to maintain the sanctity of the home; and 
to be chaste, pure, and modest in all our 
behavior and speech. 


45. What is the comment of Jesus on this com- 
mandment ? 
««-Ye have heard that it was said by them of old 
time, Thou shalt not commit adultery. ButI 
say unto you that whosoever looketh upon a 
woman to lust after her hath committed adul- 
tery with her already in his heart.”—Matt. 
V. 27, 28. 


46. In what words did Jesus lay down the Chris- 
tian law of divorce? 
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“Tt hath been said, Whosoever shall put away 
his wife, let him give her a writing of di- 
vorcement. But I say unto you that whoso- 
ever shall put away his wife, saving for the 
cause of fornication, causeth her to commit 
adultery : and whosoever shall marry her that 
is divorced committeth adultery.”—Matt. v. 
aT, 32. 

47. What is the Eighth Commandment ? 


« Thou shalt not steal.” 


48. What does this commandment teach us? 
Never to take for our own use that which be- 
longs to another ; to be honest in all things ; 
and never to deprive any one of his proper- 
ty or of his rights therein by force or fraud. 


49. What is the Ninth Commandment ? 
“ Thou shalt not bear false witness against thy 
neighbor.” 
50. What does this commandment teach us ? 


To avoid all falsehood, deceit, and slander, and 
to rule our tongues always by the law of 
truth and love. 


ort. What zs the Tenth Commandment 2 


“Thou shalt not covet thy neighbor’s house, 
thou shalt not covet thy neighbor’s wife, nor 
2 
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his manservant, nor his maidservant, nor his 
ox, nor his ass, nor anything that is thy neigh- 
bor’s.” 


52. What does this commandment teach us? 


That not even in our hearts are we toenvy our 
neighbor his prosperity or his possessions, or 
desire to deprive him of that which is right- 
fully his. 


SECTION III. 


THE BEATITUDES, 


53. Where are the Beatitudes found ? 

In the beginning of the Sermon on the Mount, 
in which Jesus taught the citizens of the 
kingdom their privileges and duties. (Matt. 
v. 1-12. ) 


54. To whom were the Beatitudes addressed 2? 
To the disciples of Jesus. 


And seeing the multitudes, he went up into a 
~mountain: and when he was set, his disciples 
came unto him. And he opened his mouth and 
taught them, saying. (Matt. v. 1, 2.) 


55. What ts the First Beatitude ? 


‘Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the 
kingdom of heaven.” 
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506. What does Jesus teach us in this beatitude ? 


That those who enter the kingdom of heav- 
en must be like their Master, meek and 
lowly in heart; and that to deep distrust 
of self they must unite complete trust in 
God, Father and Sovereign in the kingdom 
to which they belong. 


57. What is the Second Beatitude ? 


“Blessed are they that mourn, for they shall 
be comforted.” 


58. What does Jesus teach us in this beatitude ? 


That those who suffer deep distress because of 
their weakness, afflictions, and sins shall find 
strength, comfort, and forgiveness in their 
heavenly Father’s love. 


59. What is the Third Beatitude ? 


“Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit 
the earth.” 


60. What does Jesus teach us in this beatitude ? 


That not the selfish, the proud, and the violent, 
but the patient, the gentle, and the loving 
possess the real joys of this life and obtain 
the privileges and rewards of citizens and 
heirs of the kingdom. 
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Sr. Are these three beatitudes wholly distinct ? 
No; the poor in spirit, the mourners, the meek 
possess that humility and self-distrust which 
alone can prompt the self-commitment to 
God which overcomes the world and makes 
one a citizen of the kingdom of heaven. 


62. What ts the Fourth Beatitude? 


«Blessed are they that hunger and thirst after 
righteousness, for they shall be filled.” 


63. What does Jesus teach us by this beatitude ? 


That if there be in us a desire for goodness, 
like our appetite for necessary food and drink, 
this desire will control the life, overcome all 
the tendencies to evil, wherein lie our temp- 
tations; and thus our souls shall be fully 
satisfied in a life of obedience and blessed- 
ness. 


64. What is the Fifth Beatitude ? 


«Blessed are the merciful, for they shall obtain 
)mercy.” 


65. What does Jesus teach us by this beatitude ? 
That by compassion toward the suffering and. 
relief of their woes, and by mercy and for- 
giveness, we shall show ourselves children 
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of our compassionate and forgiving Father, 
and thus receive into our souls the blessing 
of his forgiveness and peace. 


66. Whatts the Sixth Beatitude ? 


“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall 
see God.” 


67. What does Jesus teach us by this beatitude ? 
That the heart free from deceit and defilement 
shall be filled with the light and love of the di- 
vine presence. For he that hath clean hands 
_and a pure heart shall ascend into the hill 

of the Lord and stand in his holy place. 


68. What prayer of the Church, then, should we 
constantly offer ? 


Almighty God, unto whom all hearts be_open, 
all desires known, and from whom no secrets 
are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 
by the inspiration of thy Holy Spirit, that 
we may perfectly love thee and worthily 
magnify thy holy name, through Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 


69. What ts the Seventh Beatitude 2? 


“ Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be 
called the children of God.” 
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yo. What does Jesus teach us by this beatitude ? 


That while in the kingdoms of this world 
warriors are honored and rewarded, in 
the kingdom of heaven those who in un- 
selfishness and love promote peace upon 
earth shall be recognized as sons of the 


King. 


71. What is the Eighth Beatitude ? 


‘Blessed are they that are persecuted for right- 
eousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom of 
heaven. Blessed are ye when men shall re- 
vile you, and persecute you, and shall say 
all manner of evil against you falsely for my 
sake. Rejoice, and be exceeding glad, for 
great is your reward in heaven; for so per- 
secuted they the prophets which were be- 
fore you.” 


72. What does Jesus teach us by this beatitude ? 


That when our righteous character and con- 
duct provoke the hostility and persecution 
of wicked men, we should rejoice in that we 
are made partakers of the sufferings of Christ, 
whom the princes of this world crucified, 
and in that our reward shall be great when 
we shall sit down with him in the throne of 
his glory. 
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SECTION IV. 
THE LORD’S PRAYER. 


73. What ts the address in the Lord’s Prayer ? 


“Our Father who art in heaven.” 


74. What does this address mean? 


That the God who lives and rules in heaven 
maintains for us the care and love of a 
Father; and, in thus addressing him, we 
express the dependence and trust of chil- 
dren. 


75. What ts the first petition ? 
“Hallowed be thy name.” 


76. What do we express by this petition ? 


That while he to whom we pray is our Father, 
and owns us for his children, he is also the 
holy God, Maker of all things, Judge of all 
men, who for us and for all should be the 
object of deepest reverence and constant 
worship. 


77. What ts the second petition ? 
“Thy kingdom come.” 


78. What do we express by this petition? 
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Our desire that the reign of God over the 
hearts and lives of men may extend through- 
out the earth. 


79. What ts the third petition? 


“© Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.”’ 


$0. What do we express by this petition ? 
Our desire that. the will of God may be ac- 
cepted and obeyed by all men on earth as 
gladly as by angels in heaven, 


&1. What is the fourth petition ? 
“‘ Give us this day our daily bread.” 


$2. What do we express by this petition? 


That we ask of our Father neither riches, nor 
power, nor station; but only the sufficient 
supply of our daily needs, so that we may 
be delivered from that anxiety which would 
hinder our devotion to the life that is more 
than meat. 


&3. What ts the fifth petition ? 
“Forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive them 


that trespass against us.” 


Forgive us our trespasses, as we have forgiven 
them that have trespassed against us. (A. V.in part.) 


&4. What comment does Jesus make on this pe- 
tition ? 
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“For, if ye forgive men their trespasses, your 
heavenly Father will also forgive you; but, 
if ye forgive not men their trespasses, nei- 
ther will your Father forgive your trespass- 
es, -— Matt. wy 145/15: 


8&5. What do we learn from this setition ? 


That even the children of the kingdom may fall 
short of the royal law of love; and that only 
those who cherish the forgiving spirit can 
our gracious Father forgive. 


56. What ts the sixth petition ? 
«And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil.” 
87. What do we seck in this petition ? 


That in his providence our Father will not suf- 
fer us to be brought into trial further than 
may be necessary for perfecting our char- 
acters; and that in every temptation he wilt 
open a way of escape. 


88. How ts the prayer commonly concluded ? 
“For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 
the glory, forever. Amen.” 
$9. Did Jesus so end the prayer ? 


- No; but from very early times, this great con- 
clusion was added in the public worship of 
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the Church, and its excellence and fitness 
have led to its universal use. (See 7. V.) 


go. What, then, is the purport of the whole 
prayer ? 

That God’s child comes to his Father with per- 
fect filial trust; seeking, first, that the gra- 
cious Father’s name and glory may be re- 
garded by all, and that his kingdom may 
be universally established by the observance 
of his holy law throughout the earth as will- 
ingly as in heaven; and, secondly, that, con- 
tent with the daily supply of his creaturely 
needs, he seeks for himself a forgiving spirit 
and the forgiveness of his sins, together with 
that providential ordering of his life which 
will secure deliverance from the power of 
evil in the hour of temptation. 
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SECTION V. 


THE SCRIPTURES; THE TRINITY}; THE CHURCH 
AND SACRAMENTS; AND THE 
WAY OF SALVATION. 


1. THE Hony ScriepTurREs. 


gor. Where ts the record of God’s revealed will to 
be found ? 


In the Holy Scriptures of the Old and New 
Testaments. 


Every scripture inspired of God is also profitable 
for teaching, for reproof, for correction, for instruc- 
tion which is in righteousness. (2 Tim. iii. 16, 2. V.) 

For the prophecy came not in old time by the 
will of man: but holy men of God spake as they 
were moved by the Holy Ghost. (2 Pet. i. 21.) 


92. What do we find in the Old Testament 2 


Mainly history and law, prophecy and psalmo- 
dy ; beginning with the creation of the world, 
the fall of man, and the call of Abraham to 
be the friend of God and the father of the 
faithful; continuing through the lives of the 
patriarchs, the deliverance of the Israelites out 
of their bondage in Egypt, and the giving 
of the law by Moses; and concluding with 
the history of the kingdom established un- 
der Saul, David, and Solomon, to its destruc- 
tion by Nebuchadnezzar, with the increas- 
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ingly spiritual ministry of the prophets be- 
fore, during, and after the exile in Babylon. 


93. What do we find in the New Testament ? 


The fourfold record of the life and teachings 
of our Lord in Matthew, Mark, Luke, 
and John; the history of the founding of 
the Christian Church in the Acts of the 
Apostles; the letters which the Apostles ad- 
dressed to the Churches they founded and to 
younger ministers of Christ; and the book 
of warning and prophecy called the Revela- 
tion. 


04. Repeat the names of the Books of the Old Tes- 
tament. 

Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, Deuter- 
onomy, Joshua, Judges, Ruth, First and Sec- 
ond Samuel, First and Second Kings, First 
and Second Chronicles, Ezra, Nehemiah, Es- 
ther, Job, Psalms, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, 
Song of Solomon, Isaiah, Jeremiah, Lamen- 
tations, Ezekiel, Daniel, Hosea, Joel, Amos, 
Obadiah, Jonah, Micah, Nahum, -Habak- 
kuk, Zephaniah, Haggai, Zechariah, and 
Malachi. 


95. Repeat the names of the Books of the New 
Testament, 
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Matthew, Mark, Luke, John, the Acts of the 
Apostles, Romans, First and Second Corin- 
thians, Galatians, Ephesians, Philippians, 
Colossians, First and Second Thessalonians, 
First and Second Timothy, Titus, Philemon, 
Hebrews, James, First and Second Peter, 
First, Second, and Third John, Jude, and 
Revelation. 


96. What authority has Holy Scripture ? 


Holy Scripture containeth all things necessary 
to salvation: so that whatsoever is not read 
therein, nor may be proved thereby, is not to 
be required of any man, that it should be be- 
lieved as an article of the faith, or be thought 
requisite or necessary to salvation. The Bible’ 
is thus the only rule, and the sufficient rule, 
both of our faith and practice. 


97. Whose is the supreme and complete authority 
in the word of God? 


“ God, who at sundry times and in divers man- 
ners spake in time past unto the fathers by the 
prophets, hath in these last days spoken unto 
us by his Son, whom he hath appointed heir 
of all things, by whom also he made the 
worlds.”—Heb. i. 1, 2. 
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2. THe TRINITY. 


98. What do we understand by the Trinity ? 


That God reveals himself to us in the Scrip- 
tures as the Father, the Son, and the Holy 
Ghost. 


99. In what passages of the New Testament is 
this plainly taught ? 

In the baptismal formula contained in the great 
commission, “Go ye therefore and teach all 
nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and gf the Holy 
Ghost” (Matt. xxviii. 19); and in the ap- 
ostolic benediction, “The grace of the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Ghost, be with you 
all” (2 Cor. xiii. 14). 


roo, What does the apostolic benediction imply ? 


That this grace, and love, and communion may 
be experienced in the heart of every true 
Christian, according to the promise of Jesus 
that. he would send the Comforter to teach 
and lead his followers, and that he and his 
Father would come and abide in their hearts. 


And I will pray the Father, and he shall give you 
another Comforter, that he may abide with you 
forever. (John xiv. 16,) 

Jesus answered and said unto him, If a man love 
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me, he will keep my words: and my Father will 
love him, and we will come unto him, and make 
our abode with him. (John xiv. 23.) 


ror. Ls the T: rinity an cncomprcehensible mystery ? 


As to the manner of existence it is, but as a re- 
vealed fact it is not ; for the grace of the Son, 
and the love of the Father, and the commun- 
ion of the Spirit, are the conscious posses- - 
sion of every true believer ; the experience of 
New Testament saints is traced to the same 
threefold source ; and thus the spiritual man 
is enabled to discern and enjoy the deep 
things of God. 

But as it is written, Eye hath not seen, nor ear 
heard, neither have entered into the heart of man, 
the things which God hath prepared for them that 
love him. But God hath revealed them unto us by 
his Spirit: for the Spirit searcheth all things, yea, 
the deepthingsof God. For what man knoweth the 
things of a man, save the spirit of man which is in 
him? even so the things of God knoweth no man, 
but the Spirit of God. Now we have received, not 
the spirit of the world, but the Spirit which is of 


God; that we might know the things that are freely 
given to us of God, (1 Cor. ii, 9-12.) 


3. THE CHURCH AND SACRAMENTS, 


ro2. What ts the Church of God? 


It is the universal society of believers in Jesus 
scattered throughout the world, who are nev- 
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ertheless one in him; because they recognize 
him as their only Head; because his Spirit 
dwells in them; and because they accept the 
law of love contained in his Gospel as the 
rule of their lives. 


One is your Master, even Christ; and all ye are 
brethren. (Matt. xxiii. 8.) 

There is one body, and one Spirit, even as ye are 
called in one hope of your calling; one Lord, one 
faith, one baptism, one God and Father of all, who 
is above all, and through all, and inyouall. (Eph. 
iv. 4-6. 

‘And ee is the head of the body, the church: who 
is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead; that 
in all things he might have the preéminence. (Col. 
i. 182.) 


103. What ts the most convenicnt summary of the 


faith of this Church ? 


The Apostle’s Creed: “I-believe in God the Fa- 


ther Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth ; 
and in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; 
who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born 
of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 
Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; the . 
third day he rose again from the dead; he 
ascended into heaven, and sitteth at the right 
hand of God the Father Almighty; from 
thence he shall come to judge the quick and 
the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; the 
holy catholic Church; the communion of 
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saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrec- 
tion of the body; and the life everlasting. 
Amen.” 


t04. Why ts it called the Holy Catholic Church? 


To distinguish it from the Roman Catholic, 
the Greek Catholic, or any other Church 
that does not include the entire body of 
Christian believers. 


Io5. How is this Church recognized under any 
name throughout the world? 


By the faithfulness and holiness of believers ; 
by the preaching of the pure word of God; 
and by the due administration of the sacra- 
ments according to Christ’s ordinance. 


r06. What sacraments did Christ ordain in the 
Gospel for perpetual observance in his 
Church 2 


He ordained two sacraments; Baptism and the 


Lord’s Supper. 


Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, Laptizing 
them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and 
of the Holy Ghost: teaching them to observe all 
things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, 
I am with you alway, evex unto the end of the 
world. Amen, (Matt. xxviii. 19, 20.) 

And he took bread, and gave thanks, and brake //, 
and gave unto them, saying, This is my body which 
is given for you: do this in remembrance of me. 
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Likewise also the cup after supper, saying, This cup 
is the new testament in my blood, which is shed for 
you. (Luke xxii. 19, 20.) 


107. What is ¢ sacrament ? 


An outward and visible sign, appointed by 
Christ, of an inward and spiritual grace, min- 


istered by his Spirit. 


108. What ts Baptism? 


The application of water to a proper subject in 
the name of the Father, of the Son, and of 
the Holy Ghost, to admit the baptized per- 
son to the privileges of membership in the 
Church of Christ. 


109. Who are proper subjects of baptism? 
Little children, penitents, and believers. 


Suffer little children to come unto me, and for- 
bid them not: for of such is the kingdom of God. 
(Luke xviii. 16.) 

Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the 
name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins. 
(Acts ii. 38.) 


tro. What does Baptism signify ? 


It is not only a sign of profession, and mark 
of difference, whereby Christians are distin- ; 
guished from others that are not baptized ; 
but it is also a sign of regeneration, or the 
new birth, 
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z11. What is the sacrament of the Lord's S: up- 
per? 


The use of bread and wine according to Christ’s 
commandment, in memory of his death for 
the redemption of the world, that his Church 
may show forth his death till he come. 


For I have received of the Lord that which also 
I delivered unto you, That the Lord Jesus, the same 
night in which he was betrayed, took bread: and 
when he had given thanks, he brake #/, and said, 
Take, eat; this is my body, which is broken for 
you: this do in remembrance of me. After the 
same manner also se took the cup, when he had 
supped, saying, This cup is the new testament in 
my blood: this do ye, as oft as ye drink 7¢, in re- 
membrance of me. For as often as ye eat this 
bread, and drink this cup, ye do show the Lord’s 
death till he come. (1 Cor. xi. 23-26.) 


112. What does this sacrament signify ? 

The Supper of the Lord is not only a sign of 
the love and communion that Christians ought 
to haveamong themselves, but is also the 
sacrament of our redemption by Christ’s 
death, and is a perpetual memorial of his 
precious death until his coming again, 


4. THE Way or SALvartIon. 
113. What are the offices of the Holy Ghost in our 
salvation ? 


He convinces of sin; he leads and teaches the 
penitent; he takes the things of Christ and 
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shows them to us; he testifies of our par- 
don; he regenerates our natures ; he witness- 
es toour adoption into the heavenly family ; 
and he cleanses us from all filthiness of flesh 
and spirit. 


’ And when he is come, he will reprove the world 
of sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment. (John 
xvi. 8. ; 
Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he 
will guide you into all truth: for he shall not speak 
of himself; but whatsoever he shall hear, ¢ha¢ shall 
he speak: and he will show you things to come. 
He shall glorify me: for he shall receive of mine, 
and shall show 7# unto you. (John xvi. 13, 14.) 
Jesus answered and said unto him, Verily, verily, 
I say unto thee, Except a man be born again, he 
cannot see the kingdom of God. Nicodemus saith 
unto him, How can a man be born when he isold? 
can he enter the second time into his mother’s 
womb, and be born? Jesus answered, Verily, veri- 
ly, I say unto thee, Except a man be born of water, 
and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom 
of God. (John iii. 3-5.) 
The Spirit himself beareth witness with our spirit, 
that we are the children of God. (Rom. viii. 16.) 
Having therefore these promises, dearly beloved, 
let us cleanse ourselves from al] filthiness of the 
flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of 
God.) @\Cor, vil-72.)) 5 


114. What ts Sin? 


Sin is any violation of God’s law, or any 


lack of conformity thereto. 


Love is the fulfilling of the law. (Rom. xiii. 10.) 
Sin is lawlessness, (1 John iii. 4, &. V’.) 
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115. When the divine law ts violated, what must 
Sollow? 


Either penalty or pardon. 


116. What is Repentance ? 

Repentance is the turning from sin to God, 
the surrender of every principle and motive 
of conduct that is contrary to the law of love 
and the welfare of the kingdom of God. 


Godly sorrow worketh repentance to salvation 
not to be repented of. (2 Cor. vii. 10.) 


117. What ts Saving Faith? 
It is belief in the divine promises, implicit 
trust in Christ for salvation, and a sure con- 
fidence that God for Christ’s sake forgives 
my sins and owns me for his child. 


Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace 
with God through our Lord Jesus Christ. (Rom. 
Vert) 


118. What ts Justification ? 
It is the forgiveness of sins on the conditions 
of repentance and faith. 


Being justified freely by his grace through the 
redemption that is in Christ Jesus: whom God 
hath set forth fo de a propitiation through faith in 
his blood, to declare his righteousness for the re- 
mission of sins that are past, through the forbear- 
ance of God; to declare, 7 say, at this time his 
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* 


righteousness: that he might be just, and the justi- 
fier of him which believeth in Jesus. (Rom. iii. 
24-26.) 


119. What ts Regeneration? 


It is the new birth by the Holy Spirit wherein. 
I am made a child of God and enter into 
his kingdom. 

Except.a man be born again, he cannot see the 
kingdom of God. (John iii. 3.) 


120. Are Justification and Regeneration distinct? 


Justification is a work done_for me, by which 
my sins are forgiven: regeneration is a 
work done 7z me, by which I am born of the 
Spirit; but these two divine works always 
‘go together, so that when my sins are for- 


given I am in the same moment made a 
child of God, 


r27, What ts the witness of the Spirit ? 


It is the divinely wrought conviction, by the 
direct operation of the Holy Spirit, that I am 
a child of God. 


122. What ts the witness of my own spirit ? 


My personal consciousness that I have met the 
conditions of salvation; that I have been 
born of the Spirit; and that God accepts 
me as his child. 
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723. What passage of Scripture sets forth this 
twofold witness ? 


“The Spirit himself beareth witness with our 
spirit, that we are the children of God.”— 
Rom. viii. 16. 


124. What is the fruit of the Spirit ? 


“The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, long-° 
suffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meek- 


ness, temperance.”—Gal. v. 22, 23. 


125. What ts Sanctification? 


It is the work of God begun jn regeneration 
purifying the heart from the defilement of 
sin. 

Having therefore these promises, dearly beloved, 
let us cleanse ourselves from all filthiness of the 


flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of 
God. (2 Cor. vii. 1.) 


726. What is entire Sanctification or Christian 
perfection 2 


It is that attainable grace in which the believer, 
having been made free from the guilt and 
bondage of sin in justification, and from the 
death in sin by regeneration, becomes a 
servant of God and has his fruit unto holi- 
ness; the inward conflict between flesh and 
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spirit’ is finally overcome, so that duty be- 
comes privilege, and God’s child loves him 
with all his heart and mind and soul and 
strength, and his neighbor as himself. 


For when ye were the servants of sin, ye were 
free from righteousness. What fruit had ye then 
in those things whereof ye are now ashamed? for 
the end of those things 7s death. But now being 
made free from sin, and become servants to God, 
ye have your fruit unto holiness, and the end ever- 
asting life. (Rom. vi. 20-22. 


727. What is Glorification ? 


Glorification is the completion of our salvation 


in the resurrection from the dead, and the 
change by our Lord Jesus Christ of the body 
of our humiliation into the fashion of the 
body of his glory. 


For our conversation is in héaven; from whence 
also we look for the Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ: | 
who shall change our vile body, that it may be 
fashioned like unto his glorious body, according to 
the working whereby he is able even to subdue all 
things unto himself. ( Phil. iii. 20, 21.) 

And if children, then heirs; heirs of God, and 
joint heirs with Christ; if so be that we suffer with 
him, that we may be also glorified together. (Rom. 
viii. 17.) 

For this corruptible must put on incorruption, 
and this mortal mzs¢ put on immortality. So when 
this corruptible shall have put on incorruption, and 
this mortal shall have put on immortality, then 
shall be brought to pass the saying that is writ- 
ten, Death is swallowed up in victory. (1 Cor. xv. 
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128. What is Heaven? 
It is the dwelling place of God and the holy 
angels, and the final home of all the saved 
of earth. 


BENEDICTION. 


The peace of God, which passeth all under- 
standing, keep your hearts and minds in the 
knowledge and love of God, and of his Son jesus 
Christ our Lord; and the blessing of God Al- 
mighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy 
Ghost, be among you, and remain with you al- 
ways. Amen. 
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THE CHARACTER OF A METHODIST. 
BY THE REV. JOHN WESLEY. 


* Not as though I had already attained.” 

1. THE distinguishing marks of a Methodist 
are not his opinions of any sort. His assenting to 
this or that scheme of religion, his embracing any 
particular set of notions, his espousing the judg- 
ment of one man or of another, are all quite wide 
of the point. Whosoever, therefore, imagines 
that a Methodist is a man of such or such an 
opinion is grossly ignorant of the whole affair; he 
mistakes the truth totally. We. believe, indeed, 
that “all Scripture is given by the inspiration of 
God” ; and herein we are distinguished from Jews, 
Turks, and infidels. We believe the written word 
of God to be the only and sufficient rule both of 
Christian faith and practice; and herein we are 
fundamentally distinguished from those of the 
Romish Church. We believe Christ to be the 
eternal, supreme God; and herein we are distin- 
guished from the Socinians and Arians. But as 
to all opinions which do not strike at the root of 
Christianity, we think and let think. So that, 
whatsoever they are, whether right or wrong, 
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they are no distinguishing marks of a Metho- 
dist. 

2. Neither are words or phrases of any sort. 
We do not place our religion, or any part of it, 
in being attached to any peculiar mode of speak- 
ing, any quaint or uncommon set of expressions. 
The most obvious, easy, common words, wherein 
our meaning can be conveyed, we prefer before 
others, both on ordinary occasions, and when we 
speak of the things of God. We never, therefore, 
willingly or designedly, deviate from the most 
usual way of speaking; unless when we express 
Scripture truths in Scripture words, which, we 
presume, no Christian will condemn. Neither 
do we affect to use any particular expressions of 
Scripture more frequently than others, unless they 
are such as are more frequently used by the in- 
spired writers themselves. So that it is as gross 
an error to place the marks of a Methodist in his 
words, as in opinions of any sort. 

3- Nor do we desire to be distinguished by 
actions, customs, or usages of an indifferent na- 
ture. Our religion does not lie in doing what 
God has not enjoined, or abstaining from what 
he hath not forbidden. It does not lie in the form 
of our apparel, in the posture of our body, or the 
covering of our heads; nor yet in abstaining from 
marriage, or from meats and drinks, which are all 


APPENDIX. 45 


good if received with thanksgiving. Therefore, 
neither will any man, who knows whereof he af- 
firms, fix the mark of a Methodist here,—in any 
actions or customs purely indifferent, undetermined 
by the word of God. — 

4. Nor, lastly, is he distinguished by laying the 
whole stress of religion on any single part of it. 
If you say, “Yes, he is; for he thinks ‘we are 
saved by faith alone,’” I answer, You do not un- 
derstand the terms. By salvation he means holi- 
ness of heart and life. And this he affirms to 
spring from true faith alone. Can even a nominal 
Christian deny it? Is this placing a part of re- 
ligion for the whole? ‘Do we then make void 
the law through faith? God forbid! Yea, we 
establish the law.” We do not place the whole 
of religion (as too many do, God knoweth) either 
in doing no harm, or in doing good, or in using 
the ordinances of God. No, not in all of them 
together; wherein we know by experience a man 
may labor many years, and at the end have no 
religion at all, no more than he had at the be- 
ginning. Much less in any one of these; or, it 
may be, in a scrap of one of them: like her who 
fancies herself a virtuous woman, only because 
she is not a prostitute; or him who dreams he is 
an honest man, merely because he does not rob or 
steal, May the Lord God of my fathers preserve 
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me from such a poor, starved religion as this! 
Were this the mark of a Methodist, I would 
sooner choose to be a sincere Jew, Turk, or 
pagan. 

5. “ What, then, is the mark? Whoisa Meth- 
odist, according to your own account?” Tanswer: 
A Methodist is one who has “the love of God 
shed abroad in his heart by the Holy Ghost given 
unto him”; one who “loves the Lord his God 
with all his heart, and with all his soul, and 
with all his mind, and with all his strength.” 
God is the joy of his heart, and the desire of his 
soul; which is constantly crying out, “Whom 
have I in heaven but thee? and there is none 
upon earth that I desire beside thee! My God 
and my all! Thou art the strength of my heart, 
and my portion forever!” 

6. He is therefore happy in God, yea, always 
happy, as having in him “a well of water spring- 
ing up into everlasting life,” 
soul with peace and joy. “Perfect love” having 


and overflowing his 


now “cast out fear,” he “rejoices evermore.” He 
“rejoices in the Lord always,” even “in God his 
Saviour”; and in the Father, “through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, by whom he hath now received 
the atonement.” “Having” found « redemption 
through his blood, the forgiveness of his sins,” 
he cannot but rejoice, whenever he looks back on 
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the horrible pit out of which he is delivered ; when 
he sees “all his transgressions blotted out as a 
cloud, and his iniquities asa thick cloud.” Hecan- 
not but rejoice, whenever he looks on the state 
wherein he now is; “being justified freely, and 
having peace with God through our Lord Jesus 
Christ.” For “he that believeth, hath the wit- 
ness” of this “‘in himself”; being now the son of 
God by faith. “Because he is a son, God hath 
sent forth the Spirit of his Son into his heart, cry- 
ing, Abba, Father!” And “the Spirit itself bear- 
eth witness with his spirit, that he is a child of 
God.” He rejoiceth also, whenever he looks for- 
ward, “in hope of the glory that shall be re- 
vealed”; yea, this his joy is full, and all his 
bones cry out, “ Blessed be the God and Father of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, who, according to his abun- 
dant mercy, hath begotten me again to a living hope 
—of an inheritance incorruptible, undefiled, and 
that fadeth not away, reserved in heaven for me!” 

7. And he who hath this hope, thus “full of 
immortality, in everything giveth thanks”; as 
knowing that this (whatsoever it is) “is the will 
of God in Christ Jesus concerning him.” From 
him, therefore, he cheerfully receives all, saying, 
“Good is the will of the Lord”; and whether 
the Lord giveth or taketh away, equally “blessing 
the name of the Lord,” For he hath “learned, ir 
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whatsoever state he is, therewith to be content.” 
He knoweth “both how to be abased, and how to 
abound. Everywhere and in all things he is in- 
structed both to be full and to be hungry, both to 
abound and suffer need.” Whether in ease or 
pain, whether in sickness or health, whether in 
life or death, he giveth thanks from the ground 
of his heart to Him who orders it for good; 
knowing that as “every good gift cometh from 
above,” so none but good can come from the 
Father of lights, into whose hand he has’ wholly 
committed his body and soul, as into the hands 
of a faithful Creator. He is therefore “careful” 
(anxiously or uneasily) “for nothing”; as hav- 
ing “cast all his care on Him that careth for him,” 
and “in all things” resting on him, after “ making 
his request known to him with thanksgiving.” 

S. For indeed he “ prays without ceasing.” Itis 
given him “always to pray, and not to faint.” 
Not that he is always in the house of prayer; 
though he neglects no opportunity of being there. 
Neither is he always on his knees, although he’ 
often is, or on his face, before the Lord his God. 
Nor yet is he always crying aloud to God, or 
calling upon him in words: for many times “the 
Spirit maketh intercession for him with groans 
that cannot be uttered.” But at all times the Jan- 
guage of his heart is this: “Thou brightness of 
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the eternal glory, unto thee is my heart, though 
without a voice, and my silence speaketh unto 
thee.” And this is true prayer, and this alone. 
But his heart is ever lifted up to God, at all 
times and in all places. In this he is never hin- 
dered, much less interrupted, by any person or 
thing. In retirement or company, in leisure, bus- 
iness, or conversation, his heart is ever with the 
Lord. Whether he lie down or rise up, God is 
in all his thoughts; he walks with God contin- 
ually, having the loving eye of his mind still fixed 
upon him, and everywhere “seeing him that is 
invisible.” 

g. And while he thus always exercises his love 
to God, by praying without ceasing, rejoicing 
evermore, and in everything giving thanks, this 
commandment is written in his heart, “That he 
who loveth God, love his brother also.” And he ac- 
cordingly loves his neighbor as himself; he loves 
every man as his own soul. His heart is full of 
love to all mankind, to every child of “the Father 
of the spirits of all flesh.” That a man is not 
personally known to him, is no bar to his love; 
no, nor that he is known to be such as he ap- 
proves not, that he repays hatred for his good will. 
For “he loves his enemies”; yea, and the enemies 
of God; “the evil and the unthankful.” And 
if it be not in his power to “do good to them that 
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hate him,” yet he ceases not to pray for them, 
though they continue to spurn his love, and still 
“despitefully use him and persecute him.” 

10. For he is “pure in heart.” The love of God 
has purified his heart from all revengeful passions, 
from envy, malice, and wrath, from every unkind 
temper or malign affection. It hath cleansed him 
from pride and haughtiness of spirit, whereof 
alone cometh contention. And he hath now “put 
on bowels of mercies, kindness, humbleness of 
mind, meekness, long-suffering”: so that he “for- 
bears and forgives, if he had a quarrel against any 5 
even as God in Christ hath forgiven him.” And. 
indeed all possible ground for contention, on his 
part, is utterly cut off. For none can take from him 
what he desires; seeing he “loves not the world, 
nor” any of “the things of the world” ; being now 
“crucified to the world, and the world crucified to 
him”; being dead to all that is in the world, both 
to “the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eye, and 
the pride of life.” For “all his desire is unto 
God, and to the remembrance of his name.” 

11. Agreeable to this his one desire, is the one 
design of his life, namely, “not to do his own 
will, but the will of Him that sent him?’ Hisown 
intention at all times and in all things is, not to 
please himself, but Him whom his soul loveth. 
He has a single eye. And because “his eye is 
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single, his whole body is full of light.” Indeed, 
where the loving eye of the soul is continually 
fixed upon God, there can be no darkness at all, 
“but the whole is light; as when the bright shin- 
ing of a candle doth enlighten the house.” God 
then reigns alone. All that is in the soul is holi- 
ness to the Lord. There is not a motion in his 
heart, but is according to his will. Every thought 
that arises points to him, and is in obedience to 
the law of Christ. 

1z. And the tree is known by its fruits. For 
as he loves God, so he keeps his commandments 5 
not only some, or most of them, but all, from the 
least to the greatest. He is not content to “keep 
the whole law, and offend in one point”; but has 
in all points “a conscience void of offense toward 
God and toward man.” Whatever God has for- 
bidden, he avoids; whatever God hath enjoined, 
he doeth; and that whether it be little or great, 
hard or easy, joyous or grievous to the flesh. He 
“runs the way of God’s commandments,” now he 
hath set his heart at liberty. It is his glory so to 
do; it is his daily crown of rejoicing “to do the 
will of God on earth, as it is done in heaven’’; 
knowing it is the highest privilege of “the angels 
of God, of those that excel in strength, to fulfill 
his commandments, and hearken to the voice of 
his word.” 
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13. All the commandments of God he accord- 
ingly keeps, and that with all his might. For his 
obedience is in proportion to his love, the source 
from whence it flows. And therefore, loving 
God with all the heart, he serves him with all his 
strength. He continually presents his soul and 
body a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God; 
entirely and without reserve devoting himself, all 
he has, and all he is, to his glory. All the talents 
he has received, he constantly employs according 
to his Master’s will; every power and faculty of 
his soul, every member of his body. Once he 
“yielded” them “unto sin” and the devil, “as in- 
struments of unrighteousness”; but now “being 
alive from the dead, he yields” them all, “as in- 
struments of righteousness unto God.” 

14. By consequence, whatsoever he doeth, it is 
all to the glory of God. In all his employments 
of every kind, he not only aims at this (which is 
implied in having a single eye), but actually attains 
it. His business and refreshments, as well as his 
prayers, all serve this great end. Whether he sit 
in his house or walk by the way, whether he lie 
down or rise up, he is promoting, in all he speaks 
or does, the one business of his life ; whether he put 
on his apparel, or labor, or eat and drink, or divert 
himself from too wasting labor, it all tends to ad- 
vance the glory of God, by peace and good will 
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among men. His one invariable rule is this: 
«© Whatsoever ye do, in word or deed, do it all in 
the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God 
and the Father by him.” 

15. Nor do the customs of the world at all hin- 
der his “running the race that is set before him.” 
He knows that vice does not lose its nature, though 
it becomes ever so fashionable; and remembers, 
that “every man is to give an account of himself to 
God.” He cannot, therefore, “follow” even “a 
multitude to do evil.” He cannot “fare sumptu- 
ously every day,” or “ make provision for the flesh 
to fulfill the lusts thereof.” He cannot “lay up 
treasures upon earth,” any more than he can take 
fire into his bosom. He cannot “adorn himself,” 
on any pretense, “with gold or costly apparel.” 
He cannot join in or countenance any diversion 
which has the least tendency to vice of any kind. 
He cannot “speak evil” of his neighbor, any more 
than he can lie either for God or man. He cannot 
utter an unkind word of any one ; for love keeps the 
door of his lips. He cannot speak “idle words” ; 
“no corrupt communication” ever “comes out of 
his mouth,” as is all that “which is” not “good 
to the use of edifying,” not “fit to minister 
grace to the hearers.” But “whatsoever things 
are pure, whatsoever things are lovely, what- 
soever things are” justly “of good report,” 
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he thinks and speaks, and acts, “adorning the 
gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ in all things.” 

16. Lastly. As he has time, he “does good unto 
all men”; unto neighbors and strangers, friends 
and enemies: and that in every possible kind; 
not only to their bodies, by “feeding the hungry, 
clothing the naked, visiting those that are sick or 
in prison”; but much more does he labor to do 
good to their souls, as of the ability which God 
giveth; to awaken those that sleep in death; to 
bring those who are awakened to the atoning 
blood, that “being justified by faith, they may 
have peace with God”; and to provoke those who 
have peace with God to abound more in love and 
in good works. And he is willing to “spend and 
be spent herein,” even “to be offered up on the 
sacrifice and service of their faith,” so they may 
“all come unto the measure of the stature of the 
fullness of Christ.” 

17. These are the principles and practices of our 
sect; these are the marks of a true Methodist. 
By these alone do those who are in derision so 
called desire to be distinguished from other men. 
If any man say, “ Why, these are only the com- 
mon, fundamental principles of Christianity!” 
Thou hast said; so I mean; that is the very truth ; 
I know they are no other; and I would to God 
both thou and all men knew, that I, and all who 
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follow my judgment, do vehemently refuse to be 
distinguished from other men, by any but the 
common principles of Christianity,—the plain, 
old Christianity that I teach, renouncing and de- 
testing all other marks of distinction. And who-« 
soever is what I preach (let him be called what he 
will, for names change not the nature of things), 
he is a Christian, not in name only, but in heart 
and in life. He is inwardly and outwardly con- 
formed to the will of God, as revealed in the 
written word. THe thinks, speaks, and lives, ac- 
cording to the method laid down in the revelation 
of Jesus Christ. His soul is renewed after the 
image of God, in righteousness and in all true 
holiness. And having the mind that was in 
Christ, he so walks as Christ also walked. 

18. By these marks, by these fruits of a living 
faith, do we labor to distinguish ourselves from 
the unbelieving world, from all those whose minds 
or lives are not according to the gospel of Christ 
But from real Christians, of whatsoever denomina- 
tion they be, we earnestly desire not to be dis- 
tinguished at all; not from any who sincerely fol- 
low after what they know they have not yet 
attained. No: “Whosoever doeth the will of my 
Father which is in heaven, the same is my 
brother, and sister, and mother.” And I beseech 
you, brethren, by the mercies of God, that we be 
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in no wise divided among ourselves. Is thy heart 
right, as my heart is with thine? I ask no further 
question. If it be, give me thine hand. For 
opinions, or terms, let us not destroy the work of 
God. Dost thou love and serve God? It is 
enough. I give thee the right hand of fellow- 
ship. If there be any consolation in Christ, if 
any comfort of love, if any fellowship of the 
Spirit, if any bowels and mercies; let us strive 
together for the faith of the gospel; walking 
worthy of the vocation wherewith we are called; 
with all lowliness and meekness, with long-suffer- 
ing, forbearing one another in love, endeavoring 
to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of 
peace; remembering, there is one body, and one 
Spirit, even as we are called with one hope of 
our calling; “one Lord, one faith, one baptism ; 
one God and Father of all, who is above all, and 
through all, and in you all.” 








114939 


BX 114939 


8387 The Junior catechism of 
J9 the Methodist Episcopal 
church and the Methodist 
Episcopal church, south 


50° 'S NAME 
23 71 BORROWER 











Se NN | ia Se ee ee 
The Junior Catechism 


THEOLOGY LIBRARY 
SCHOOL OF THEOLOGY AT CLAREMONT 
CLAREMONT, CALIFORNIA 


Be PRINTED IN U.9.A, 





